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into the world, intitied, olemn Caution 
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againſt the Ten Horns of Calviniſin; in which 


| | is ſhewn the ſtupid inconſiſtency, as well as the 


daring blaſphemy of uncovditional election and re- 
probation, The Author has found it has anſwered 
the end which he expected, viz. it has excited the 
rage and fury of that party, and, if he is nghtly in- 
formed, it has had the honour of being burned foi 

the truth it contained. It may juſtly here be re- 
marked, that the fame ſpirit which burnt the Pam- 
phlet would not fail to burn the Writer, were it in 
their power, It generally ſhews the weakneſs of a 


cauſe when its defenders fly to rage and abuſe, and 


plainly ſnews either a lame cauſe or a lame advocate. 


So we find it was among the Phatiſ.es of old, and. 
ſo we find it to be the caſe in later times. s the 


truth furniſhed the pious defenders of pure and un- 
defited religion with ſufficient arguments, both from 
| ſcripture and reaſon to confute the Papiſts, fo that 

very confutation, inſtead of hringing them to the 
acknowledgement of the truth, ſtirred up all that 
rage and vengeance, which did not only belch out in 

vile names and ab uſes, but blazed out in torturing 


and deſtroying flames, The very fame mereileſs 


ſpirit we fee in the Calviniſts to this preſent hour. 


OME time ago, a little Performance ventured 


u 
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Tt was obferved in & note, in the abovenamed 
Pamphlet, that whatever may be ſaid in defence of 
Diſſenting Miniſters, who are Calviniſts, no excuſe 
can be made in the behalf of thoſe who are Miniſters 
of the Church of England and are Calviniſts ; living 
upon her emoluments, and are enemies to her doc- 
trines; often making the pulpit contradict the 
reading-deſk, and real Diſſenters within her own walls. 
It is now time to take a little notice of the du- 
plicity of theſe Gentlemen, the conduct of whom 
certainly reflects either upon their underſtanding or 
their integrity, 

It is propoſed, firſt, to confider that the Church 
of England is no Calviniſt, and then to appeal to 
the publick in general, and to thoſe very Miniſters 
in particular, whether they can be honcit men, while 
they arc tearing her to Pieces, and yet are devouring 
her emoluments. 

By the Doctrines of the Church I mean, thoſe 
contained in her daily offices, articles and homilies. 

To begin with her daily offices :—The firſt ſen- 
tence ſhe begins her ſervice with is remarkable, and 
from a remarkable chapter, Ezekiel xviiii The 
ſentence is, Men the wicked man turneth atcay from 
his wickedneſs, that he hath committed, and doth that 
teich is lawful and right, he ſhall ſave his ſoul alive. 
Here is no unconditional election; quite the con- 
trary. Read that whole chapter over, 

In the Exhortation we are admoniſhed ““ to con- 
« fefs our fins with an humble, lowly, penitent, 
„ and obedient heut':” But ſtop, Sir, can we do 
this? If you are a conſiſtent Calviniſt, you are faſt ; 
but to what end are we to do this?: —“ that we may 
obtain forgiveneſs of the ſame, through his infinite 
* goodneſs and mercy.” This is genuine Armi- 
nianiſm, and ſound and good. 

The next ſtep is the Confeſſion :—Spare thou them, 
O God, which confeſs their faults. Reflore thou them 
that are fenitent; according to thy promiſes declared un- 
to mankind in Chr if Jeſus, is, eur Lord. The next 

ſtriking 


2» 
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ſtriking proof againſt Calviniſm is the Abſolution: 
— Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 


who defireth not the death of a ſinner, but rather that he 
Hould turn from his wickedneſs and live. Frue deſcrip- 
tion of him who is loving to every man, and his ten- 
der mercies over all his works. The next ſtage we 
ſhall attend is-the Litany, one of the fineſt compo- 
fitions for. publick worſhip mine eyes ever beheld, 


containing in it every thing which we want, and it is 


as general as it is full. Every evil is deprecated, and 


every bleſſing is aſked, and it is put down in a ſingle - 


petition :—That it would pleaſe thie to have mercy on 


all men. This ſame univerſal benevolence runs thro? ' 
all the Collects; one I ſhall put down at large, which 


is uſed on Good- Friday : 
«&-O Merciful God, who haſt made all men, and 
& hateft nothing that thou haſt made, nor wouldeſt the 


& death of a ſinner, but rather that he ſhould be converted 
& and live: Have mercy upon all Fews, Turks, Infidels, 


© and Feretics, and tabs from them all ignorance, hard- 


U 


© neſs of heart, and cantempt of thy word; fo fetch 
them home, bleſſed Lord, to thy flock, that they may 
© be ſaved among the remnant of the true Iſraelites, and 


© be made one fold, under one ſhepherd, Feſus Cbriſt 


* our Lord.” No Arminian can pray more uni- 
verſally. | | : 


In the office of Baptiſm this prayer is offered up: 
Give thy holy ſpirit to this infant,. that he may be born 


again, and be made an heir of everlaſting ſalvation, . 


#hrough our Lord Feſus Chriſt. No Calviniſm is here. 
Likewiſe it is requeſted, that all carnal affections m 
die in him, and that all things belonging to the ſpirit 
may live and grow in him. 

The next ſtep we ſhall take is to the Communion- 
Service, which. we find as univerſal as words can 
convey, Here we find the Prieſt giving a ſolemn 
abſolution to all preſent, After he has received the 
Communion trimſelf, he proceeds to deliver the bread 


to the Communicants with the moſt general decla- - 


ration which it is poſſible for words to exprels, v'z. . 
The « 
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The body of our Lord Jeſus Chriſi which was given 
for thee, preſerve thy body and ſoul to everlaſting 12 
take and eat this in remembrance that Cbriſt died for thee, 
and feed on him in thy heart by faith with thanks-giving. 
In like manner when he delivers the cup, he ſays, 
The blood of our Lord Feſus Chriſt which was - ſhed for 
thee, preſerve thy body and ſoul to everlaſting life ; drink 
this in remembrance that Chriſt died for thee and be 
thankful. In this ſolemn ſet of words, here are three 
circumſtances all in the Arminian ſtile point blank. 
Here is to every Communicant, a ſolemn declaration; 
the body of our Lord Jeſus Chriſi which was given for 
thee, i. e. that thou mayeſt have everlaſting life. 
Then follows a ſolemn prayer; Preſorve thy foul and 
Boch to everlaſting life, Next follows the exhortation ; 
Take and eat this in remembrance that Chriſt died for 
thee, and feed on him in thy heart. by faith with thanks- 
giving. Now upon the icheme of predeſtination, is 
got all this a ſolemn jargon? Can any man take 
and eat that in remembrance that Chrift died for him, 
if Chriſt died not for him; and how does he know 
that Chriſt died for him, unleſs he knows that he is 
elected. One would be apt ta.think, that the Refor- 
mers had worded things in ſuch a manner, as if th 
had foreſeen that time-ſerving hypocrites would ſhou}- 
der themſelves into the ſervice of the Church with 
worldly. views, and that they were determined to 
raiſe the moſt infurmountable fences in the way. 
The next proof I ſhall bring of the purity of the 
Church, and corruption of many of her Sons, is 
in the 3ziſt Article: The offering of Chriſt once made, 
is that perfect redemption, propitiation and ſatisfatiion, 
for all. the fins of the whole world, both original and 
actual. i 
I ſhalt multiply no more witneſſes, theſe are ſuf- 
ficient; but only lay betore the reader what every one 
admitted into Orders ſolemnly ſubſcribes; namely, 
& "That the book of Common-prayer containeth no- 
e thing contrary to the word of God,” And to 
avoid all ambiguity, “he ſball ſubſcribe in this oy 
cc 


69:3 


* and form of words, ſetting down his Chriſtian 
and Surname, viz, I, N. N. do willingly and 
©« ex animo, that is, from my heart, ſubſcribe to theſe 
„ articles abovementioned, and to all things con- 
“ tained in them.“ And ſo ſtrait is the Cannon, 
that it any Biſhop ſhall ordain any one without his 
firſt ſubſcribing, he ſhall be ſuſpended from ordaining 
tor twelve months. 

In the Uniformity act, every Miniſter or Vicar ſub- 
ſcribes; I, A. B. do hereby declare my 1 1 aſſent 
and conſent to all and every thing contained and preſcri- 
bed in and by the book, intitled, The Book of Common- 
Prayer. 

Such are the doctrines, and ſuch are the ſolemn 
ſubſeriptions required by every Miniſter ordained 
into her ſervice. Now, Gentlemen, ye who have 
thus ſubſcribed, and who are daily reading over theſe 
anti-calvinian prayers, what think ye of yourſelves? 
Are not you very fit perfons to preach up ſincerity 
and truth? Have you attended, or do you attend 
unto what you are daily ſetting forth in the preſence 
of God, and the ears of all who hear you? What 
Salvo have you for your conſciences ? Is it you that 
are crying, ** Our excellent Church, our Alma Mater, 
«© and we Miniſters of the Church, &c.“ What 
think you of all this duplicity of conduct? An 
Apoſtle would ſay to you; Val not in crafiineſs, 
handle not the word e of God deceit fully. 

Perhaps you think to ſave yourſelves by being mo- 
derate Calviniſts, a kind of a quaint term, which, if 
well attended unto, means inconſiſtency, or elſe 
downright hypocriſy. By this means many of the 
poor people are deceived, and take you to be what 
you really are not, and ſtill confirms all which I 
have here advanced. 

Aye, ſay you, but you have not mentioned the 

17th Article; what do you ſay to that ? Does not 
it hold. forth predeſtination ? Then, I ſay, if it does 
hold forth abſolute predeſtination, it has no more 
right to be an article of the Church of England than 


you 


— 
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you have to be a Miniſter of that Church. If it 

l not only contradicts another article, but alſo the 

| whole ſervice of the Church, it is an intruder, and 

| wants turning out of its place. But I am far from 
thinking ſo indifferently of the compilers of the 
liturgy, as that they would bring in an article to 
contradict every thing beſides, However, I ſhall not 
ſtay here to diſcuſs that part, but ſhall refer you to 
Mr. Sellon's vindication of that article. 

I might mention another circumſtance reſpecting 
doctrines, namely, that of Perfection, which: ſome of 
thoſe Gentlemen have thought proper to diſplay their 
talents againſt; and yet, what do they pray for? To 
be delivered from all blindneſs of heart, from pride, 

| vain-glory, and hypocriſy ; (excellent prayer !) from. 
| envy, hatred and malice, and from all uncharitableneſs. 

That God would cleanſe the thoughts of your hearts by the 
inſpiration of his holy ſpirit, that ou may perfectly love 

him, and worthily magnify his holy name. This is. 
either Perfection, or it is nothing; and ſhort of this 
bleſſing none need ſtop. - 

Now is not this dreadful, that the pulpit is made 
to contradi& the reading-deſk, the font the commu- 
nion-table and the articles alſo. And yet theſe Gen- 
tlemen aſſume to themſelves, by way of eminence, 
| the pompous name of GospEL-MINITISTERSN ) which, 
| according to what I have ſeen, does not convey a 
[i higher idea than ſome of them have of themſelves. 
However, it anſwers a purpoſe; as the poor ſimple. 
people are made believe there is ſomething very ex- 
traordinary, becauſe of that high-ſounding term. In- 
deed it is amazing to ſee ſome of very ſmall abilities, 
as well as learning, * yet when they have got _ 


| * Thefe Gentlemen paſs for learned men without diſ- 

| pute. And why ſo? Why, becauſe ſome have been at 
the Univerfity. And in others it is taken for granted, 

1 becauſe a gown is thrown over their ſhoulders, and be- 

cauſe they have a band hanging under their chin. But 

1 can aſſure the reader, that neither one nor the other are 
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eled into the prieſtly office, what men of conſequence 
they have commenced, both in their own eſteem and 
that of others ; only one need be amazed at nothing 
of the kind, conſidering the thick vail which is upon 
the human mind. The pride of prieſts is generally 
of the moſt ſtately kind, eſpecially when they ſet up 
as ſtandards of orthodoxy ; this was the caſe from 
the beginning ; and it ſeems eminently ſo in the pre- 
ſent age. I have frequently been told, that ſome of 
thoſe orthodox gentlemen have no great averſion to 
this preſent world, and inſtances of their avarice have 
often been mentioned, and as the tree is known 
by its fruit,“ this has proved a ſtubborn 797 
conſirming my opinion, as well as that of others 
alſo, in this matter. Now if any man loves the 
zb ld, the love of the Father is not in him;“ if fo, he 
is very unfit to be a teacher of doctrines ſo very re- 
pugnant to his own temper and diſpoſition. What! 
a proud preacher of humility ! A worldly preacher 
of the love of God | A dead preacher of life! A 
faithleſs preacher of faith From ſuch preachers Good 
Lord deliver us, In many places where thoſe gentle- 
men have come, there has been, and ſtill is, an 
amazing ſtagnation to pure and vital religion. 
'T his I will prove to any one who requires it, not on] 

in Yorkſhire, but in many other parts of Evetand. 
Enough, one ſhould think, to make them tremble, 
leſt they ſhould come under that cenſure, They ran 


real proofs of the matter at all. —— I ſpent an evening 
ſome time ago with an Oxonian,.who a little before had 
taken his Bachelor's degree, and attended at Oxford four 
years. As we fat by ourſelves, I propoſed looking over 
a Chapter or two in the Greek Teſtament ; but he honeſtly 
confeffed, he could not read any where, except in a par- 
ticular place or two, which he had conn'd over, wherein 
he was to be examined for his degree, — Several others, 
who were hardly thought ſufficient to be exhorters, by 
ſome means, right or wrorg, have got orders, and now 
are men of very great conſequence, So. that even the 
vague pretence to learning is without foundation, 


aud 
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| and I ſent them not, therefore ſhall they not profit the 
| people, Many who were ſimply and ſteadily going 
9 on their way, have been — . aſide. I know this 
to be the caſe, and plainly ſhows, that a man very 
inſignificant in himſelf may be very hurtful to others. 

Many uſeful writings have appeared of late to 
ſtop this Calvinian-Popery ; but I find two very im- 
portant arguments raiſed againſt them, and indeed 
they ought to be important as they are the principal 
ones they have; the one is, Not to read them ; take 
no notice of them. Now this argument is ſhort and 
full, tho' not quite complete, and the very fame 
made uſe of by the Papiſts of old. But need 
of all that caution in that way; Truth, lik e fun, 
will ſhine out in ſpite of all ſhadows, 'T he other 
argument is, to laugh and ſneer, droll and jeſt over 
what they cannot anſwer ; or to bawl and rage againſt 
what they cannot confute, To intimate that fuck 
writers are enemies to the Croſs of Chriſt, that they 
ought to be locked up in a garret, if not honoured 
with a Tyburn-tippet, or even tied to a ſtake; ſee 
Mr. Hill's maſterly ſtrokes. 8 
lk Now it always argues either the badneſs of a cauſe or 
| the inability of the defendant, when he cannot help 
] flying in a rage, Such was the caſe with the ortho- 
ö dox hypocrites in our Saviour's time; ſo we fee in 
Acts, chap. 6 & 7. Such was the caſe with Biſhop 
Gardener and Bonner. But the wrath of man worketh 
not the righteouſneſs of God 

It is the birth-right of every man to think for 
himſelf, and he may propoſe his arguments with 
meekneſs; but when he takes fire ai every thing 
which dares contradict his own ½% dixit ; when he. 
breaks out into rage and perſonal! abuſe, (tho! it is 
a ready way of anſwering) yet expoſes him either 
to the pity or contempt of every judicious mind. 

What I have now written does not ſo much turn 
upon fentiments, as the duplicity and inconſiſtency 
of conduct of many, who aſſume a deal of parade 
and ſtate of that which they ought to be aſhamed * 


— — — — 
_ 7 


— ay - 
- 


* — . e 
„„ — —v—⅛ 
— — + * = 


As — —— ww ee 


* . * 


5 


and therefore I think it my duty to cenſure them free- 
ly ; if there is a ſpark of generofity and uprightneſs 
left, I want it to be found. Let them relinquiſh their 
forced maintenance, and, like honeſt men, openly 
declare their ſentiments, and not attempt to make 
the Church of England like the Mother of Harlots, 

It is a common practice with moſt predeſtinarian 
teachers, of every denomination, to keep the principal 
features of their hideous beaſt out of ſight, eſpecially 
thoſe Gentlemen who have intruded themſelves into 
the Church, and by degrees draw thoſe features out 
tolight ; they well know that a full view of the ghaſtly 
monſter, would be the moſt effectual way to give their 
hearers enough ; only now and then an imprudent 
brother blabs it out, and can honeſtly declare about 
elect infants, and conſequently non-eleCt ones, and 
of infants being in hell not a ſpan long. But very 
probably he gets a reprimand for his imprudence, not 
that he has ſpoken any untruth, “but that the whole 
truth is not to be ſpoken at all times, till people 
can bear it.“ 

Well; I ſhall now conclude ; having borne m 
faithful teſtimony to the truth, in which I have uſed 
plainneſs of ſpeech, yet have endeavoured to ſet him 
before my eyes who bore a faithful teſtimony at Pi- 
late's bar, and who is my Saviour and Judge. I love 
all ſincere experimental Goſpel Miniſters of whatever 
denomination they may be, and wiſh them abundance 
of happineſs in their ſouls, and an abundance of ſuc- 
ceſs in their labour. But cra.t, guile, ſelf-aſſuming, 
I do moſt cordially diſlike in all, more eſpecially in 
all who bear a ſacred character. My prayer is to him, 


in whoſe mouth there was found no guile, to purge 
it from us all. Amen, | 


For 


. 
. 
[| 
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HOH Hue He de : edei Hdd cee 
For Real Goſpel-Miniſters. 


UT more than all let thoſe be clean 
Who bear the veſſels of the Lord, 
Preſerv'd from their beſetting ſin, 
The fin by God and man abhorr'd, 
Which caſt th” aſpiring angels down, 
And robs thy ſervants of their crown. 


O may they never ſeek their own, 
Or truſt, or in themielves delight, 


Let each deſpiſe himſelf alone, 


oa ai 


Leſs than the leaſt in his own bebe, 


Not worthy to declare thy word, 
of -Or ſerve the ſervants of his Lord. 


** 


Save them from pride and worldly love, 
From envy mean and baſe deſire; 


Theit luſt of praiſe and power remove, 


Walk with thy ſervants in the fire, 
Appear their leader on the flood, 
And prop them with the arm of God. 
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